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Though none too eager for the fight.
Into two parts the king decided
That his battalions be divided,
And when his main forces drew nigh
His skirmishers were letting fly                                         10,420
Their arrows, thick as dew at dawn.
The Turks had stopped their caravan,
And the good king, for a fair start,
Into their forward ranks did dart,
And with such vigor laid about
Him that I tell you beyond doubt
That he and those who with him went
Delivered blows so violent
That every foe whom in their course
They met was flung down from his horse.                           10,430
And no Turk could escape their might
Unless he saved himself by flight,
Nor could they form their lines anew,
But, just as the greyhounds pursue
The hare throughout the countryside,
Ye might have seen our soldiers ride
Pursuing them among the hills
And dealing them such griefs and ills
That in confusion they fled,
Scattered, dispersed, discomfited.                                        10,440
And thus they left the caravan,
AND CAPTURE  IT
Our troops, hot for the battle, ran
Pursuing the foe left and right,
And he relates who saw the fight
That the Turks were constrained to flee
So far through the broad berruie 27
That dead of utter thirst did some
Fall down. Those caught were overcome
27 A "berruie" is defined by G. Paris as uncultivated land, a term found commonly
in Syria.